
 
 

 
2014 Synod Assembly Lay-Led Service 
 
We invite pastors/worship planners to create a worship bulletin using their familiar Service of the Word 
format in local context along with Bishop Jon’s sermon, suggested videos, hymns (others if desired) and 
prayer of the day. 
 
 
“We Are Church Together” – Churchwide Video (8 minutes)  

This is a suggestion. If you have the capacity to show the ELCA Churchwide Video, it would be 
worth the time.  It is well done and includes the story of one of our rural congregation’s 
relationship with a large St. Paul congregation. Video can be downloaded here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zEi8p1ZwNI&list=PLC4E2E3CA2B79AA24 
or call the synod office (507-637-3904) to get a DVD copy.  
 
We suggest showing the video during offering.  
When the video is done, someone could say, “Our offerings make ministry like that happen all 
around this synod, this country, and God’s world.  Thanks be to God. “ 

 
Opening Hymn Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love #708 ELW 
 
Prayer of the Day: 

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself.  Pour your love 
into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and 
faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 
 

First Reading  Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 

Psalm 8   (responsively by whole verse) 

Second Reading  2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Gospel  Luke 24:13-35 

Sermon  Bishop Jon V. Anderson 

Hymn  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song #808 ELW 

Sending Hymn  I’m Going on a Journey #446 ELW 

 
Please have someone read the Gospel or show Bishop Jon V. Anderson’s sermon video. (In the first 
part of the sermon video, he reads the text.) Video can be downloaded here: 
https://vimeo.com/95246430 or call the synod office (507-637-3904) to get a DVD copy.  
 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zEi8p1ZwNI&list=PLC4E2E3CA2B79AA24
https://vimeo.com/95246430


Gospel 
 
Gospel Luke 24:13-35 
 
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 
They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He 
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over 
to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of 
our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body 
there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did 
not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then 
enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 
 
28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking 
to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned 
to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, 
“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Sermon 
 
By: +Bishop Jon V. Anderson 

 
Grace to you and peace, fellow servants, in the name of God’s servant, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
I dream of a day when every person in our synod will see themselves as sent ones…as missionaries…as 
apostles…as servants of God. My dream is captured in this statement: 

 
Every congregation is a mission station – every pastor is a mission director – every baptized 

person is a missionary – for the sake of God’s world! 
 
I long for a day when we ask people, “What is God up to in your mission field?” and no one will be 
thinking only of what God is doing in South Africa or during occasional mission trips somewhere else in 
the country.   I think God shares this longing for people to start to see their many callings in their 
everyday life as a son or daughter, parent, neighbor, worker, or citizen – all as part of their living out their 
daily mission trip that began at their baptism.  At this year’s assembly we learn from global missionaries 
to think more deeply about our calling to be local missionaries – sent ones.  
  
When we were baptized, we were made ministers of the Gospel.  It is not just the pastors who are 
ministers.  It is not just the most pious among you who are ministers.  All of you…all of us are called and 
sent.  While it is helpful on some levels to leave our context and travel across this country or across this 
world to do mission trips and mission work, it is not helpful if we fail to also see that God has called us to 
a daily mission trip in every sphere of our life…in every relationship…in every moment.  Your lives are 
holy mission trips…minute by minute, hour by hour, day by day, week by week.  You are called and sent. 
 
As a synod we have been talking about “formation” for some time.  We not only have been talking about 
what we do to form children or others in the faith. First and foremost, we have been talking about how 
God’s Holy Spirit keeps working to form us and reform us to love God and love our neighbors day after 
day after day.  God’s love keeps feeding us through Word and sacrament.  God’s love keeps resurrecting 
us from all of our death-dealing experiences. God’s Word puts our self-righteousness to death.  God’s love 
keeps turning us around and breathing new life into us. God makes us new in Christ Jesus.  God sets us 
free to love and live with joy and freedom.  
 
In the coming year we are going to focus on a new word. We will not quit talking about formation and 
how God is working on us, but we want to shift our focus to talk about diakonia (dee-ak-on-eé-ah).  
Yes…say it with me…diakonia.  It is a Greek word that translates as service.  But it is much bigger than 
that. Literally it means to serve or to wait on tables.  It is a word that reminds us we are called to serve 
the poor and steward the Gospel.  It is the word where we get deacon.  God’s Holy Spirit forms us for lives 
of faith and service.  
 
God calls us and sends us to serve wherever we are. We serve inside our congregation, but we all should 
have signs above our exits to our buildings saying “Servants’ Entrance” to remind us that we are called 
and sent to walk as servants of Christ as we live out our faith in all the moments, relationships, and 
seasons of our faith life.   We serve inside our community of faith and beyond it.   We bring our 
congregation with us wherever we go because we are church together, not alone.   Our mission field is 
made up of our families, our neighborhoods, our friends, our communities, strangers we encounter, the 
broken ones God places in our path, the successful ones, and even those we know only as enemies. 
 



God’s call to be servants in our life gives us both comfort and challenge.  We don’t have to be someone 
great.  God simply calls us to love and serve God and love and serve our neighbors.  Yet, if you are like me, 
there are times you don’t want to serve.  Our sin blocks us from serving one another in the way Christ 
calls us to do.  Our sin twists our minds and hearts. Our sin impacts willingness to use our hands to love 
people in need.   Our sin can twist us up.  Our purpose greed can get in the way of loving our neighbor as 
we serve in Christ’s name. When we try to do too much we end up making promises beyond our capacity 
to keep them.  When we are sure we know how to serve and love, we can hurt people in a variety of ways. 
Our sin can twist our attempts to help so that, instead of helping, we make things worse.  
  
Serving your neighbor is as simple as diving in, getting dirty, and washing feet like Jesus taught us. 
Serving is also complex.  It is easy to build dependencies instead of serving people in a way that sets them 
free. As we are called to help people grow, we also are called to help them learn how to help themselves 
and others. When Jesus washed feet before the Lord’s Supper, he said, “I did not come to be served, but to 
serve.”  It is Jesus who taught us that we are servants of God.  It is Jesus who embodied service and calls 
us to be servants of Christ. Jesus does not freeze worrying how to serve and love – he jumps in. Don’t get 
so worried about doing it right that you never start.  Jump in with love and serve.  
 
Today’s lesson is an important reminder about service.  It is easy to get stuck in what we should do or 
how we should serve.  It is easy to get stuck in judgmentalism about others who “should” serve more. 
Focus on the lesson of the walk to Emmaus and notice how Jesus serves the disciples.  Jesus serves them 
even as Jesus serves us now, like when we were washed in our baptism. Jesus serves when we are 
gathered at the table around the Lord’s Supper, when the Spirit cuts through our sin and sets us free. 
Jesus serves us when the Spirit breathes new hope and life into our weary and aching bones.  
 
Jesus serves the disciples then and serves the disciples like you and me now by walking with us.  He 
listens.  He teaches how to understand the scriptures.  He proclaims the Good News. In Bible studies, 
sermons, and the arts, his Spirit speaks the truth in love to us. Through loving neighbors, he serves us 
when we are blindly driving to destruction or stuck in the slough of despair.   
 
Jesus made their hearts burn. Jesus continues to find us wherever we are lost or traveling and makes our 
hearts burn with the clarity of his law and overwhelming promises of grace.  Jesus fed and feeds his 
disciples. Jesus blesses us with a glimpse of the kingdom when we eat with people with whom we 
otherwise would never share a table.  Jesus feeds us the grace of forgiveness.  Jesus feeds the disciples 
then and the disciples now with the Good News. In the process, Jesus sets us free from all our fears and all 
our self-righteousness to live out our daily mission trips.  Jesus sends us to love freely as we live our lives.  
 
The new president of Luther Seminary, Robin Steinke, who is a daughter of our synod’s ground, told me a 
story about Gettsyburg Seminary in Pennsylvania where she has served.  There the students are living 
out a deep practice of community and service.  Each spring students plant gardens before they leave on 
internships or take calls across the country.  Most of the community will not come back.  But each spring 
people plant, weed, and care for the gardens until they are called to a new mission field. And then, as the 
new students arrive in the late summer, they arrive to receive the gifts…the fruits and vegetables…as a 
gift of grace. They have done nothing to deserve it.  Most of our life we are like those students in the fall, 
receiving the gifts of God, the gifts of Christ.  We receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit without a deep 
awareness of the fact we live on the service of those before us.  In the same, way we ask God to use our 
life to support those who follow us, passing on the gifts we have received. It is a way we serve. 
 
We are always tempted to turn in on ourselves.  Our congregations and synods and church bodies are 
always tempted to turn in on themselves and become an echo chamber of people who cannot see outside 
the boxes for God we have created.  We are focusing on service or diakonia because, as Leonard Sweet 
says, God’s Church needs to find ways to engage people in an EPIC way (Experiential, Participatory, 



Image-driven, Conversational).  Service is experiential. It is participatory. It is full of powerful moments 
and images where you see hard truths and also participate in God’s work of creating possibilities.   
 
Jesus came to love and serve.  He calls us to attend to our inner life. At the same time he sends us 
fearlessly and freely to serve. Like the disciples who could not wait to tell others once they figured out 
what God was up to, who took off to Jerusalem that very night, may God embolden you to pursue and 
explore your living faith instead of feeling oppressed by it as you follow your serving God and Lord.  
 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples,  
together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life,  
together serving in Christ’s mission to the world, and  
together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us;  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
                                                            


